
 

  

 

 

Question Matrix 

Students can use the following Question Matrix to prompt critical thinking when creating questions. 

When creating questions,
think about the following:

 
 WHAT... 

... is unclear and  
needs explanation? 

...requires exploration? 

... requires a decision  
or judgement? 

... requires a shift  
in perspective? 

...requires an  
informed opinion? 

...sparks imagination?  
(“What if...”) 

... engages my interest? 

...incorporates existing 
knowledge? 

... leads to deeper  
understanding?

... connects to other 
familiar events or 
developments? 

Note: Question Matrix adapted from Colyer, Cecillon, Draper, and Hoogeveen (2009). 

Sample Question Matrix Responses: 

•   What is unclear and needs explanation?  
e.g., the pros and cons of legalizing marijuana:  
“What impact would legalizing marijuana have on  
the laws for operating motor vehicles while impaired?” 

•   What requires a shift in perspective?  
e.g., thinking like both an offensive and defensive 
player: “How do the defender’s actions influence what 
I’ll do next?” 

•   What sparks imagination?  
e.g., looking at rules and regulations in a different 
way: “What if sports had no referees?” 
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